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Pacific Southwest Railway 
Museum Association, Inc.  

www.psrm.org 

Train Operations  
PSRM Campo Depot  
State Hwy. 94 at Forrest Gate Rd.  
Campo, California  
619-478-9937  
Lat: 32Á36.8õN Lon: 116Á28.2õW 
Open weekends 9 AM to 5 PM 
See website for complete train 
schedule. 

La Mesa Depot Museum  

& Business Office  

4695 Nebo Drive,   
La Mesa, California, 91941 

619-465-psrm (465-7776) 

Open Saturdays 1 PM to 4 PM 

Other times by appointment 

The next PSRMA Board of 
Directors meeting will be held on 
the 22nd of November at 6:30 PM, 
Trinity Church, 3902 Kenwood 
Drive, Spring Valley, CA 91977 

Museum Officers  

President:  Diana Hyatt  
Vice-President:   Martin Caestecker  
Treasurer:  Rob Stebbins 
Secretary:  Stephen Hager  
Equipment:  Ron Hyatt  
Facilities:  Frank Denison  
Museum Services:  Jim Lundquist  
Operations:  Mike Edwards 

Museum Staff  

Historian:  Bruce Semelsberger  
Special Events:  Diana Hyatt  
Membership:  Alex Fiori  
Steam Foreman:  Jim Baker  
Gift Shop Mgr:  Alanna Hyatt  
Fundraising:  Donna Spevack  
Hot Scoop Editor: Alanna Hyatt 
Photographer:          Alanna Hyatt  
Certification  & Training:  
  Mike Edwards 



 

 

The Hot Scoop© is a 
publication of the Pacific 

Southwest Railway 
Museum, Inc.  

The opinions expressed in the 
Hot Scoop are those of the 
individual writer and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the Pacific Southwest Railway 
Museum Association, Inc., or its 
officers and staff.  

Pacific Southwest Railway 
Museum Association 
Missio n Statement: 

The Pacific Southwest Railway  
Museum Association, Inc., is 
dedicated to preserving the 
physical legacy and the 
experience of rail transportation. 
Programs address the historical, 
social, economic and technical 
impact of railroading with 
particular emphasis on railroads 
of San Diego County and the 
systems with which they 
connected in the United States 
and Mexico. 

The Museum is a member of the 
Heritage Rail Alliance and is a 
non-profit educational 
corporation.  Donations are tax 
deductible under Sec. 501c(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. 

Submission guidelines:  All 
articles should be limited to no 
more than two single spaced 
pages and submitted in Microsoft 
Word format. Photographs 
should be in jpg format no larger 
than 8 × 10 inches at 150 to 240 
PPI resolution, but please no cell 
phone pictures. Send all sub-
missions to hotscoop@psrm.org. 

The Hot Scoop is available in 
color via e-mail.  To receive the 
electronic version in PDF format, 
reply to hotscoop@psrm.org and 
include your name, membership 
number and e-mail address.  Note 
that if you opt for the e-mail 
version, you will no longer receive 
the printed copy. 

Comments are always welcome. 
Send your feedback to the Editor 
at hotscoop@psrm.org. 

As expected, July and Au-
gust were typically hot in 
Campo and east county in 
general. The heat tends to 
slow down the wheels of pro-
gress as well as the volun-
teers at Campo but we were 
still able to accommodate a 
number of Engineer for An 
Hour bookings, operate 21 
Golden State trains and five 
days of Valley Flyer trains 
connecting our museum and 
the Mountain Empire Histori-
cal Society, better known as 
the Stone Store Museum for 
our visitors. Until the wooden 
Campo Creek Trestle at MP 
66.77 is repaired, we are una-
ble to connect by rail with 
our other sister museum at 
the east end of the Campo 
Valley, the Motor Transport 
Museum as we had done in 
yearsô past. 
 
Adventure in Mexico 
On June 29, 2019, the freight 
operators on the Tijuana & 
Tecate Shortline, Baja Cali-
fornia Railroad, graciously 
hosted a train ride and lunch 
as a fundraiser for PSRM 
Centennial events. The train 
ride utilized two bi-level, for-
mer Chicago Metra coaches 
and was pulled by two BJRR 
liveried locomotives. The 
train departed from Estacion 

Tijuana and transported its 
adventuresome passengers 16 
kilometers to Estacion Garcia 
where delicious street tacos 
and various libations were 
offered to our passengers. 
Distinguished guests included 
Raymond Krum and Brandon 
Ciaccio, the grandson and 
great great grandson of SDA/
SDAE Fireman and Engineer, 
Fred ñDutchò Gunther from 
1915-1954, Mr. Mitch Beau-
champ, Treasurer for the City 
of National City, Norm Or-
fall, owner of the Private Var-
nish, Tioga Pass and the Ex-
ecutive Committee for 
PSRM: Martin Caestecker, 
Stephen Hager, Robert 
Stebbins and myself. A de-
lightful time was had by all 
with the only regret being 
that we hadnôt traversed far-
ther east along the line; par-
ticularly to Rodriguez Dam. 
With that in mind, the PSRM 
board decided to investigate a 
future trip in Mexico that will 
be a little longer and be able 
to accommodate a few more 
passengers. Planning is still 
in the works but it will most 
likely be towards the end of 
January or the beginning of 
February, 2020. Initial plans 
call for a departure from Es-
tacion Tijuana with a photo 
run-by at Rodriguez Dam, 
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then east to Valle Redondo  
with a lunch stop in Tecate. 
 
SD&A Groundbreaking 
On Saturday, September 7, 
2019, PSRM hosted a re-
enactment of the SD&A 
Groundbreaking that oc-
curred on September 7, 
1907 at the foot of 28th 
Street near Main in San Di-
ego. The dayôs program and 
a rolled up copy of the front 
page news on September 7, 
1907 were available to all 
attendees. Admission to the 
museum grounds was free 
for the day and passenger 
ridership  was 133 passen-
gers for the three scheduled 
trains. Dozens of re-
enactors arrived at Campo 
dressed in period attire with 
music provided by Trails 
and Rails and the Valhalla 
High School band. Lunch 
was provided by Descanso 
Junction Caf®. Local au-
thors were available for 
book-signings in the am 
hours including former 
PSRM board member, Res-
toration Department chief 
and retired SDSU African-
American Studies profes-
sor, Dr. Theodore Korn-
weibel, author of Railroads 
in the African American 
Experience and architect of 
PSRMôs African American 
exhibit and Jim Crow era 
passenger railcar on display 
in our Display Building. 
Thanks to our publicist, 
Rick Griffin, information of 
the event was spread far 
and wide in print and web 
publications such as The 

East County Californian, 
the La Mesa Patch, The Al-
pine Sun, East County 
Style, East County Maga-
zine as well as a live ap-
pearance on the KUSI 
Morning Show on Friday, 
September 6, 2019.  
 
Pumpkin Trains 
Four weekends of Pumpkin 
Trains will amuse and de-
light children of all ages 
during the month of Octo-
ber. Our pumpkins will 
once again be provided by 
our wonderful supplier in 
Californiaôs Inland Valley, 
the Pumpkin King. Plans 
are solidifying and some 
vignettes are already under 
construction in preparation 
for the scariest time of year 
at Campo. As with our oth-
er living history exhibits, 
our version of Halloween 
emulates the level of scar-
iness one might encounter 
in the 1950ôs and 1960ôs 
that equates to little to no 
blood or gore; just spine 
tingling fun! Make sure to 
tell your family, friends and 
neighbors and join us for a 
spooky train ride, a visit to 
the Pumpkin Patch and a 
walk through the haunted 
maze, if you dare! 
 
Gala Dinner 
The dinner celebrating the 
completion of the railroad 
100 years ago was held on 
December 1, 1919 at the 
Hotel del Coronado. Our 
100th anniversary version 
will also be held in Coro-
nado, but at the John D. 

Spreckels Center on Friday, 
November 1, 2019. The 
meal will emulate the menu 
from the original gala din-
ner with some culinary up-
dates. Our Master of Cere-
monies will be local radio 
and television personality, 
ñShotgunò Tom Kelly. A 
short video presentation of 
Ken Kramerôs About San 
Diego episodes pertaining 
to San Diego railroads will 
be shown and is currently 
being compiled. Our guest 
speaker is Sandee Bonura, 
author of a biography on 
John D. Spreckels. Sandee 
is credited with reuniting 
Spreckels family members 
in recent years, some of 
whom will be in attendance 
at the dinner as honored 
guests. Every attendee will 
receive a commemorative 
crystal champagne flute 
with the 100th anniversary 
logo emblazoned on the 
flute and other keepsakes. 
Tickets can be found on our 
website at: https://
www.psrm.org/centennial/
gala/ Please support PSRM 
by attending! 
 
Gold Spike Ceremony 
Please join us in Campo for 
this once in a lifetime event 
on Saturday, November 16, 
2019. Activities include the 
dedication of a commemo-
rative plaque, two medicine
-man shows, the gold spike 
re-enactment and the pre-
sent day gold spike driving, 
the display of the SD&AE 
fire truck owned by the Cal-
ifornia State Railroad Mu-
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seum, 7 İò gauge live 
steam trains and more! You 
wonôt want to miss this! 
 
North Pole Trains 
Ticket sales have been on 
sale for several weeks now 
and the popular cars, dates 
and times are filling up fast 
but donôt worry, because 

the dates closer to Thanks-
giving are your money sav-
ing weekends. We are once 
again offering the Robert 
Peary as a private charter 
which can comfortably ac-
commodate 20 people in its 
dining room, two bedrooms 
and solarium lounge. Rid-
ing the North Pole train at 

Christmastime is an event 
that many families have 
turned into a holiday tradi-
tion, including my own! 

The board member nomi-
nation results are in! Peti-
tion forms for the positions 
of Vice President, Treasur-
er, and Director of Opera-
tions were received and 
checked in time for the Au-
gust 16th board meeting, 
marking the end of the 
nomination period. This 
year, the incumbents ran 
unopposed for the positions 
of Treasurer and Director of 
Operations. The incumbent 
Vice President and another 
member submitted petitions 

for the position of Vice 
President, but the latter was 
disqualified due to insuffi-
cient signatures. No peti-
tions were received for the 
position of Director of Fa-
cilities. Because all of the 
qualified candidates are 
running unopposed as of 
the end of the nomination 
period, and because there 
are no special election af-
fairs to be voted upon, there 
will be no election held this 
year. The board members 
for the 2020-2021 term are 
as follows: 

Vice President ï Martin 
Caestecker 
Treasurer ï Rob Stebbins 
Director of Operations ï 
Mike Edwards 
Director of Facilities ï  
Vacant 
 
Nomination forms for the 
2020 election will be an-
nounced in the Hot Scoop 
next year and will become 
available in late June or ear-
ly July.  

Board Member Nomination Results 
By Stephen Hager, Secretary 
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