
 

 

A publication for the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum members 

August 2023 

40 Years Ago - We Moved To Campo To Start Our Museum 
Twenty-four years after the first meeting to dis-
cuss the possibility of establishing an operating 
museum, that dream came true in the first week 
of August, 1983.  There were many membership 
meetings, many “land search” meetings and false 
starts, all while trying to find the right place 
where we could display and operate historic 
trains for the public.  Finally, in 1980, we learned 
about surplus county property in Campo, and we 
were the successful bidders on the four acre 
property.  We also went into debt to purchase 
the neighboring four acres to the north.  The 
County granted us a Major Use Permit to con-
struct our museum.  Member Joel Cloud spent 
two weeks grading the site.  We converted the 
old gym into a Shop Building.  We had acquired 
surplus rail, rail materials and ties from the Trol-
ley, gathered them alongside the Coronado 
Branch and transported them to Campo.  We laid 
850 feet of rail in one weekend and member Wal-
ly Barber and Company installed a culvert across 
a drainage ditch and installed a switch at Campo, 
tying the rails together.  The SD&AE Railway final-
ly reopened through Tijuana and across the Tijua-
na River.  We gathered the first 18 pieces of rail-
way equipment from various storage spurs 
though-out the County and staged them in San 
Ysidro.  We were ready to embark on an adven-
ture – it was Campo or Bust. 
 
This issue is dedicated to that effort – establishing 
our Museum in Campo.  Enjoy looking back on 
the “Great Freight” as told in the 1983 Report – 
all done by volunteers!  The original Report can 
be found:  https://members.psrm.org/reports/
REPORT_NO187_JULAUG830001.PDF 
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Pacific Southwest Railway Museum             

Association, Inc.                         

WWW.PSRM.ORG                                                            

—————————-                                       

Museum and Train Operations                     

Campo Depot                                                    

Highway 94 at Forrest Gate Rd, Campo 

619-478-9937                                                          

—————————-                                             

La Mesa Depot Museum &  Office      

4695 Nebo Drive, La Mesa, CA  91941   

619-465-PSRM (7776)                                           

—————————-                                       

PSRMA Board of Directors                       

Meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of the 

month except Dec at 6:30PM,  A link to 

join the Zoom meeting  will be provided 

on our website at members.psrm.org.                                  

—————————-                                        

Museum Officers                                                    

President:  Stephen Hager                                     

Vice President:  Gabe Zorbas                        

Treasurer:  Dave Smith                                    

Secretary:  Jenn Brooker                     

Equipment Dept:  Robert Smith                           

Facilities Dept:  Frank Denison                       

Museum Services Dept:  Travus Clark       

Operations Dept:  John Cenkner                                                                           

—————————-                               

Museum Staff 

Fundraising:  Donna Spevack                             

Gift Shop Mgr.:  Jenn Brooker                            

Archivist:  Bruce Semelsberger                         

Hot Scoop Editor:  Jim Lundquist                   

Membership:  Carl Brooker                                                                             

Steam Foreman:  Jim Baker                            

Volunteer Coordinator:  Gabe Zorbas  

Asst. Dir. Of Facilities:  Jim Lundquist  

Station Master (La Mesa):  Timothy Miller 

Social Media Mgr:  Jason Drenkow 

September 1 - A special members meeting will be held in La Mesa to recall 
the “Great Freight” adventure.  Several of the members who participated on 
that train will be in attendance sharing their memories of that effort to es-
tablish our collection in Campo.  The La Mesa Police Department community 
room has limited seating for the 7:00PM meeting.  Reservations are re-
quired for an in-person attendance and to attend via zoom.  Those are avail-
able on a first come-first served basis at 

 

In Campo: 
Saturdays:  Sunset Special trains now through September 30th. Sunset Spe-
cial trains depart from Campo at 7 PM in June, July, and August, and at 6:30 
PM in September.  
Saturdays and Sundays: The Golden State trains depart at 10:30 AM, 12:00 
PM and 3:00 PM. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays:  Library open from 9AM to 5PM. 
In La Mesa:  Saturdays:  La Mesa Depot open 11AM to 2PM.   
August 16:  Petitions due for Board of Directors positions:  Vice President, 
Treasurer, Director of Facilities and Director of Operations. 

https://forms.gle/uCLj69RG2iYRvesG9 

For the online viewing link -- we require people to RSVP.   Anyone who 
RSVPs for the Zoom will get the link emailed to them the day before. 

https://forms.gle/uCLj69RG2iYRvesG9
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The Hot Scoop© is a publication of 

the Pacific Southwest Railway     

Museum Association, Inc. 

————————————————- 

The opinions expressed in the Hot 

Scoop are those of the individual 

writer and do not necessarily reflect 

the opinion of the Pacific Southwest 

Railway Museum Association, Inc., 

(PSRMA) its officers or staff. 

———————————————— 

PSRMA Mission Statement: 

PSRMA is dedicated to preserving the 

physical legacy and the experience of 

rail transportation.  Programs ad-

dress the historical, social, economic 

and technical impact of railroading 

with particular emphases on rail-

roads of San Diego County and the 

systems with which they connected 

in the United States and Mexico. 

PSRMA is a non-profit educational 

organization operating under section 

501(c)3 of the tax codes.  Donations 

may be tax deductible. 

PSRMA is a member of the Heritage 

Rail Alliance. 

Submission guidelines:  All articles 

should be single spaced and sub-

mitted in Microsoft Word format.  

Photographs are also welcomed.  

Send all submissions to                   

Editor@psrm.org 

The Hot Scoop is available in color via 

email.  To receive the electronic ver-

sion in PDF format, send an email to 

editor@psrm.org and include your 

name, membership number and 

email.  Note that if you opt for the    

e-mail version, you will no longer 

receive the printed copy. 

Comments are always welcome. 

Send your feedback to: 

Editor@psrm.org 

The “Great Freight” Story  

The moving of our first string of railway equipment to our new home in Campo 

was featured in the July/August 1983 issue of the newsletter, then called the       

Report.  The editor was Larry Rose, who, frankly, could tell a story like no one 

this editor has ever met.  That issue is reprinted in this issue of the Hot Scoop 

simply because it was the beginning of our dream.  And … it was an adventure 

like none other for a group of “weekend warriors”  who simply would not take 

no for an answer.  I hope you enjoy reliving museum history.    Jim Lundquist 
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From the Back Platform                           
By Stephen Hager, President 

The summer heat is upon us! Temperatures at the 
Pacific Southwest Railway Museum in Campo have 
been hitting the triple digits over the last few week-
ends. Projects at the museum tend to slow down dur-
ing this time of year, but they certainly haven’t 
stopped. In the equipment department, slow but 
steady work continues on SP 3709. At the end of 
June, volunteers started the locomotive for the first 
time since it arrived on the property in 2012. The lo-
comotive may not have run in over 10 years, but 
thanks to its new fuel injectors and batteries, it fired 
right up! This was a major step in the locomotive’s 
mechanical restoration. 

Upcoming work on SP 3709 will include topping off 
the lube oil, flushing the cooling water system and 
adding corrosion inhibitor, reinstalling the few re-
maining missing brake valves once they come back 
from rebuild, reinstalling the number 2 main air reser-
voir, and reinstalling the pilots. The latter two tasks 
have been on hold while we waited to get our 6,000 
lb. forklift back from having its hydraulic cylinders re-
built. The forklift is now back at Campo and we are 
ready to proceed with these tasks. 

Work on SP 3709 will be interspersed over the next 
couple months with the annual maintenance and in-
spections that we perform on our operating fleet of 
locomotives and passenger cars in advance of the 
Pumpkin Express and North Pole Limited trains. For 
those interested in volunteering on these projects, 
make sure you are subscribed to our volunteer email 

list and keep an eye out for email notifications of up-
coming work. If you would like to be added to the list, 
please send a note to volunteer@psrm.org. 

If you have visited the museum and ridden our trains 
in the last two months, you may have noticed that 
our train rides have been truncated. A derailment on 
the main track in May about two miles west of Campo 
forced us to take the track out of service at that loca-
tion until repairs can be made. The maintenance of 
way team has been chipping away at the problem 
spot over the course of a few work days, but high 
temperatures make it difficult to work long hours and 
progress has been slow. 

To ensure that we can complete the repairs in a time-
ly manner, the operations department has received 

board authorization to contract with 
a professional railroad contractor to 
perform a comprehensive track in-
spection between Campo and Divi-
sion. The contractor will provide a 
punch list of sections of track where 
they recommend repairs, with partic-
ular attention to the out-of-service 
track section. Based on the results of 
this inspection, we expect to hire the 
contractor to perform any needed 
repairs. This will ensure that we have 
the railroad open to Canyon in time 
for our North Pole Limited season. 

Cost permitting, we hope to have the contractor work 
west of Canyon as well so we can resume train rides 
to Division after a six-year hiatus. 

mailto:volunteer@psrm.org
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From the Back Platform  - continued    

At the beginning of August, we will sadly have to say 
goodbye to a rising star volunteer, Grace Brown. 
Grace first started volunteering at the museum sever-
al years back during special event trains, serving as a 
costumed “scarer” during our Pumpkin Express trains 
and as an elf on our North Pole Limited trains. More 
recently, she became one of our main bartenders in 
the first-class cars during the North Pole Limited and 
other special event trains where first class is offered. 
In the fall of 2022, Grace began an internship at the 
museum to fulfill the requirements of a senior elec-
tive course at her high school. The internship required 
that Grace dedicate seven hours a week to the muse-
um, but she quickly went above and beyond that re-
quirement, putting in full weekends at Campo nearly 
every weekend since then! Grace has shown herself 
to be an extremely dedicated and capable volunteer 
and she isn’t afraid to get her hands dirty. 

In the last year, Grace has helped perform inspections 
and servicing on locomotives and railcars, cleaned 
and organized large sections of the Campo car shop, 

participated in the restoration of SP 3709, and written 
the definitive playbook on bartending for our first-
class train cars. She has been my right-hand woman 
in the equipment department for the last several 
months, often being the only person to help with the 
dirtiest jobs in the car shop. Grace is heading to South 
Carolina to pursue a degree in stonemasonry at the 
American College of the Building Arts. We wish Grace 
the best of luck in her future endeavors and look for-
ward to seeing her back at Campo when time per-
mits! 

As always, if you would like to get in touch with me, 
please send a note to president@psrm.org. Until next 
time, keep it on the high iron! 

mailto:president@psrm.org
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LIBRARY UPDATE by Bruce Semelsberger 

Material donations to the library usually slow down 
during the summer months and that has been the 
case lately. The chance to catch up with the backlog is 
welcome. Most notable lately are three photo albums 
filled with color photos from the SD&AE of Carriso 
Gorge activities including the famous wreck, the dev-
astation from tropical storm Kathleen and the last 
runs before the sale of the line to San Diego MTS. 
Photos were taken by former train crew personnel 
and are largely unseen by the public. 
Long-time volunteer Randy Houk 
has also gifted us with a digital copy 
of some of the videos he took over 
the years including the 1990s ar-
chaeological expedition to Coyote 
Wells, Dos Cabezas and Sugar Loaf. 

Our “side job” of updating the vide-
os in the Exhibit Hall and the equip-
ment on which they are displayed 
proved more formidable than originally envisioned. 
The quality of some of the original material was mar-
ginal and we needed to search for better sources, 
particularly the movies used for the RS&S “Jim Crow” 
car presentation. Largely through the efforts of Rich-
ard Finch, that entire presentation is now refor-
matted and upgraded to a higher digital standard. As 
each video is remastered it is transferred to an SD 
card and the old DVD player is replaced with a new 
solid state media player. Ideally, when the job is com-
plete all of the videos should come on when the pow-
er in the building is switched on and automatically 
loop during the day until power is removed with no 
other supervision. 

We also continue to work with Maria Curry and the 
others involved in creating a railroad museum in the 
former Tijuana depot. We have turned up a signifi-
cant amount of information documenting the several 
depots at that location. The original was destroyed by 
the 1916 flood and another burned in a fire. We have 
uncovered original drawings as well as various modifi-
cations to and the contents of the buildings. In addi-
tion, similar information regarding other structures 
such as customs offices, section houses and track lay-
outs previously unknown to the group have also 
turned up.  

Volunteer David Choy has managed to find time away 

from operations to assist with the book collections 
and has now learned the art of cataloguing with Past 
Perfect software. He has proved to be much faster at 
this than I and we hope to make some real progress 
in this area before he is called to other duties. With 
David working on the books, Bruce was freed up to 
work on preserving the drawings and field survey 
notebooks we got in the San Diego Eastern Railway 
chief engineer’s trunk. All have now been examined 
and the notebooks placed in order on shelves along-
side the SD&A field surveys. The profile drawings and 

base maps have been boxed and now 
reside in the maps and drawings col-
lection bay, although they still need 
to be catalogued. To make shelf 
space for the field notebooks, a 
group of SD&AE waybills and other 
documents from the 1970s that had 
been shelved in the original card-
board office storage boxes have now 
been re-boxed into large archival 
storage boxes and transferred to the 

SD&AE archive area.  

Lastly, all of the local railroad photos from the Eric 
Sanders collection have been catalogued, scanned 
and added to the broad collection by railroad. For the 
benefit of newer members, Eric was a high school 
principal, major railfan and member of predecessor 
organization Railway Historical Society of San Diego 
where he was the editor of the Dispatcher newsletter 
for many years. He is also a founder of PSRM and this 
library. He amassed a very large and diverse collec-
tion of photos which we originally sorted broadly by 
railroad and then left intact as a collection in one en-
tire file cabinet for a couple of decades. We have just 
begun to physically catalog each photo and place it in 
a separate envelope as we do with all of our other 
photos, depending on the computer to maintain the 
identity as part of a separate collection.  

Project of the Month for August: Digitize a couple of 
dozen VHS tapes containing videos of PSRM excur-
sions, news stories and the like before they degrade. 
This could be done at the library or at home by any-
one with the necessary equipment. We can sign out a 
box of videos at a time to anyone wanting to work at 
home. If able to help, email Bruce Semelsberger at: 
brucesems@cox.net. Thanks to all of the donors and 
volunteers for their time and efforts this month. 

mailto:brucesems@cox.net
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Notes from fundraising by Donna Spevack 
Happy August Rail Fans!  More summer and sunny 
days ahead, but now is a great time to volunteer or 
renew your membership at PSRM.   

I’d like to thank all of our wonderful donors who have 
given so generously this month and especially those 
who took advantage of their company matching pro-
grams.  Bravo!    
 
Company matching programs are a great way to dou-
ble your donation and support the museum, so take 
advantage of your employee match programs this 
year. Corporate philanthropy programs allow you to 
maximize your donation impact, without having to 
reach back into your wallet.  
 
Check out this list of companies that participate in a 
company match program:  List of Companies with 
Matching Gift Programs (easterseals.com). Your hu-
man resource department is a great place to start!   

 
Thank you to our June/ July Donors - If I forgot any-
one, please let me know and I will add you next 

month:  

Christian Mergliano, George Porter, Jeffrey M. Bur-
bank, Harry Gavin, Steven Wilfong and Harry Wilfong. 
 
Donate Today to Help Save our Railway History for 
Your Enjoyment and for Future Generations. 
 
Anytime is a great time to donate to the Historic 
Preservation Fund at PSRM, preserving railway 
history that tells our stories, reflects our culture, 
and has shaped our shared American experience.  

To make a donation go online at: Donate – Pacific 
Southwest Railway Museum (psrm.org) and click on 
our donation site or you can mail in a check ad-
dressed to PSRM, 4695 Nebo Dr., La Mesa, CA 91941-
5259. Please specify if you would like to contribute to 
a special project, in memory of a loved one (bench 
with a plaque) or a general donation.   
 
If you would like to explore more ways in which you 
can help PSRM, please feel free to contact us for 
more details.  Thank you!  

Welcome new members.  The Pacific South-

west Railway Museum proudly announces our new-

est life member Albert Manus has joined as life mem-

ber 337. When you see Albert around the museum, 

please join us in welcoming him to the life member 

rolls. 

Also, PSRM is happy to announce our 11 newest 

members for July; Lettie Buska, Geraldine Finn, Mark 

Gabele, Harry Gavin, Jim Mahon, Stephanie McGee, 

Adriana Mendoza, Amanda Montoya, Julio Ornelas, 

and William Swearengin. 

If you are tired of renewing your membership, or are 

looking for a way to better support the museum, we 

are always accepting new life members! More infor-

mation is available on psrm.org. 

The car mover recently had repairs completed by our volunteers 

and placed back in service.      Photo by Frank Denison  7/22/23 

https://secure.easterseals.com/site/DocServer/Corporate-Matching-Gifts_1_.pdf;jsessionid=00000000.app20075a?docID=170677&NONCE_TOKEN=AFEAE87FB3D37903A689B99F1B80ACB4
https://secure.easterseals.com/site/DocServer/Corporate-Matching-Gifts_1_.pdf;jsessionid=00000000.app20075a?docID=170677&NONCE_TOKEN=AFEAE87FB3D37903A689B99F1B80ACB4
https://www.psrm.org/donate/
https://www.psrm.org/donate/
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Operations Volunteers  
by Rich Paulus, Chief Operations Officer 
 
Train Service - those who are qualified train crew 
members, speeder operators/crew, and trainees who 
have helped us run 21 Golden State trains, 4 Sunset 
Special trains, and the number of days they have vol-
unteered through July 23:  Colin Atwood 5, Jim Baker 
2, Carl Brooker 1, Jenn Brooker 1, Grace Brown 1, Ken 
Brown 3, James Caestecker 2, Kyle Cascadden 1, John 
Cenkner 2, David Choy 1, Travus Clark 1, , Bo Golson 
1, Stephen Hager 2, Charles Karayan 1, Amira Kad-
doura 1, Christian Mergliano 1, Mike McIntyre 1, 
Duke Schweikert 1, Rob Stebbins 3, Tom Ulrich 2, Tim 
Wamsley 3 

MOW - maintenance of way volunteers who have as-
sisted Roadmaster Glen Rogers and Track Foreman 

James Caestecker in maintaining tracks and right-of-
way this period:  Colin Atwood 1, James Caestecker 1, 
Kyle Cascadden 1, John Cenkner 1, Jason Drenkow 1, 
Charlie Karayan 1, Amira Kaddoura 1, Rich Paulus 1, 
Russel Ray 1, Glen Rogers 2, Morgan Snyder 1. 

MOS – maintenance of signal volunteers who con-
ducted electrical and mechanical maintenance and 
testing of highway crossing signal systems this month:  
Chad Baker 1. 
 
Yard switching - these are the volunteers who have 
worked in PSRM yards this period:  Jim Baker 1, Rich 
Paulus 1, Tim Wamsley 1. 
 
Locomotive Familiarity Training:  Stephen Hager 1, 
Jim Baker 1, Randy Houk 1. 
There were a total of 55 volunteer-days this period.   

Training new volunteers is an ongoing effort at our railway museum.  On the left, Tim Wamsley was training 

Jenn Brooker in the operation of a motorcar, which follows behind our trains as fire patrol.  On the right 

finds Grace Brown in the drivers seat of our car mover.  If you are interested in learning a new skill, come on 

out to Campo.  There are plenty of jobs for everyone.                                      Photos by Frank Denison  7/22/23 
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Above:  Work continues on the “Party Caboose” inside the Shop Building.  Volunteer Frank Najera is in-

stalling new window frames.  When completed, the caboose will be placed across from the Campo Depot 

and rented out to our visitors for private parties.                                            Photos by Frank Denison  7/22/23 

Below:  While we welcome almost all visitors, bees which take up home in railcars adjacent to where our 

public visitors are walking are not welcome.  As an ongoing effort, removing the bees has become an annual 

effort.  Our thanks to Frank Denison for driving down from San Clemente to oversee the contractors work at 

Campo.   

 

 

Photos by Frank 

Denison   

7/21/23 
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The SD&AE Railway local, “El Cajon Roust-about”, returns westbound with the daily freight train on the La 

Mesa branch.  This location appears to be where the 12th & Imperial Trolley Station is now located. 


