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A MUSEUM IS BORN

by Charles Kent

Our pride and Jey!

line shafts remeved prier to shipment te San Diege.

It all started with a meeting of 12
railfans on Qotober 18, 1969, Thie small
group of railfans discussed railroad mu-
seum sotivity in San Diego County. They
decided thet there was mot enough being
done towards the establishment of an op-
erating museum in Sam Diego Cowmty. 1In
short, they telked of the possibility of
establishing a rail museum. At that time
those or hand sgreed that the Rallway
Historieal Society of Sem Diego would and
should be involved in a museum projeot if
one should be initiated.

Bven at thet early date one of the
major hurdles sppeared to be the acquisit-
ion of land for a museum site. This 1is
#t111 e major problem today——nearly tem
yoars later. Among sites suggested were
the National City waterfromt, Rose Can-
yon, Otay Valley and the former street
oar right-of-way in Bealboa Park.

Oil-burning Shay is shown at Perris, Califernie with
Thies engine last evr-

erated on Feather River Relilway in 1966, where she was Number 3.
=Eric Sanders photo

After a few more meetings, some of
which were held at the Spreekels Organ
Pavilion office, the Sean Diego County
Ka1liwsy Museum (mow the Paeifie Southwest
Railway Museum Association, Ime.,) was or-
gani ged. The SDCRM, which eame into be-
ing on April 16, 1961, was mot affiliated
with the Reilway Historieal Society of
Sam Diego. The first business meeting
was held on May 21, 1961.

Believe it or mot, the dues for the
San Diego County Railway Museum were $10
per year, or $1 per month, Looks like we
shouldn't complain about the proposed
hike to $10 per year in PSRMA dues!

The officers in that first year were:
Lyle Judd, president; Eric Sanders, secre-
tary; and Charles Gerdes, treasurer.

In September, 1961, much interest in
obtaining land near Campo was evident in
the group. The Campo aree hes been the
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subject of many discussions right
up to this dey. A field trip on
September 24, 1961, only turned
up one suitable site in the area.

The course of events moved
rather slowly in the museum's
early vears. The first Sem Diego
County Reilwey Museum constitution
was eccepted by the members om
February 10, 1963. Among other
thinge, the constitution called
for a minimum of six meetings
yearly and two dollars in annusl
dues for members.

& new name for the museum——
The Pacific Southwest Raillway Mu-
seum Assocletion--was adopted on
November 17, 1963. The neme was
changed to provide a broader base
for museum interest, inoreased
participation, and added ocontri-
butions., Members also agreed
that there was a need for
distinctive name tag.

The articles of incorporation were
flled with the State of Celifornia on
January 15, 1964. The papers were sign-
ed on December 20, 1963, by Eric Sanders,
Wallace Duthie, Charles Gerdes, Al Die-
mond and Walter Heyward. The next step
weas to obtain Federal Tex Exemption, whioch
was accomplished meinly through the effort
of Stenton Kerr. PSRMA becsme tax-exempt
in April, 1966. Mms we were a non-profit
organization, relying on contributions for
our survival, this wes most importemt. It
has been one of the reasons that we have
become the museum on the way  to bigger
things.

The museum has opersted a number of
exocursions over the years. The first,
operated by SDCRM, was on March 3, 1963.
At that time members and other interested
persons visited and rode on some of the
last trolleys to be operated by the Los
Angeles Metropolitem Trsnsit Authority.

& more

The first passenger train to operate
out of Sante Fe's National City station
since 1935! It was a PSRMA excursion on
May 16, 1964, The trein ren to Fallbrook
for the snnual Avoeado Festivel. On the
return leg, the trein stopped et Cemp
Del Mar, where passengers took in the

Armed Forces Day demonstrations. The
trip was repested in other yesars, too,
but has been dropped during the last

eouple of years because of the financlal
loss involved in its operation.

Several successful excursions were op-
erated by the museum on the Sonore- Baje

BE. J. Lavino ssddle tank No. 10 at Perris, Calif.,
where she is occasionally operated on Orange Em-
pire Trolley Museum tracks. -Eric Sanders photo.
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California Reilroed. These rail <+trips
were vopular and were operated almost
entirely in Baja California, Mexico.

Many persons had a pleasant time on the
trips which ren out of Mexicall to Puerto
Penissco and return.

PSRMA received one of its first eg-
quipment donetions in 1965. Althouygh it
was a smeller item, it is one that is fast
becoming a thing of the past. The item?
A wig-weg that once protected the cross-
ing a "F" Street and Broadway in Chule
Vista, Californie.

The first rolling stock to be acquir-
ed by the museum wes & l2-passenger Fair-
mont rail-bus. The rail-bus, which was
formerly Santa Marie Valley Reilroad Num-
ber 9, was donated by Sam Berkowitz of
Seanta Maria. Now, nesrly restored, the
Fairmont is stored at Lakeside, Celiformie.
Much work has gone into the restoration of
the bus, Its motor has been rebuilt, body
reconditioned, end a new roof fabricated
by museum members.,

In late 1965, things were very bright
and looking up. Terry Durkin had located
e smell Americen-Stendard type locomotive
for sale at about $2400.00. The locomo=-
tive was built in 1887, end wes still in
service on the PFerrocarril Unidos de Yu-
catan (United Reilways of Yuecaten). At
about the same time Stanton Kerr, Walter
Heywerd, Cherles Gerdes, Louis Nigro and
Richard Penniok were negotiating for a
long term lesse on some land in the Otay
Valley., Much to everyome's diseappoint-
ment the locomotive went to a Mexicen mu-
;uem end the land deal did not material-

ze.
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Shortly after this big downfall, the
wey to bigger things came with the aaded
attraction to domorse—- Federel tax exempt-
jon. After many letters were pemnned by
Terry Durkin, a locomotive was donated in
May, 1966, The good news camel The E. J.
Lavino & Company of Sheridan, Pennsylvania
had donated a locomotive to the museum.
This locomotive was a coal-burning 0-6-0T.
It was built by Alco in 1923, and was the
Lavino Company's Number 10.

Things began to heppen quite rapldly
that May in 1966. On May 13, the Mojave
Northern Railway locomotive Number 3, also
en 0=6-0T, was donated to the museum by
The Pacific Southwest Portland Cement Co.
The MN locomotive was located at Vietor=-
ville, California.

Although the Lavino engine was the
first to be owned by the museum, the eng-
ine from Vietorville was the first to ar-
rive. The Mojave Northern locomotive was
not the first to be operated Dby the
miseumns It probably would have been,
but, alas, it was found to have a
demaged orown sheet,

Another engine, the former Number 10
of the Pickering Lumber Compeny, was do-
nated to PSRMA. Even though the loocomo-
tive was a rare Heisler type, it was
soon trensferred to the Pacifie Locomotive
Association, where it would provide parts
for similiar locomotives. The locomotive
has since gone to the Klamath and Hoppow
Velley Rel lroad at Klemath, Californie,
where it will be used as backup power
for their 2-8-2T. The museum's decis-
ion to trensfer this locomotive was
not easy. But it was considered neces-
sary in view of the finanociel strain
alreadv placed on the museum by the ar-
rival of so many locomotives at one
time.

Georgia Pacific Corporation, early
in 1967, donated yet another locomotive
to the museum, The engine, now in San
Diego, is a 90-ton Shay. The Shay came
from Georgia Pacifio's PFeather River Ry.
It was built in 1923, by Lima, weighs
204, 704 pounds, is o0il burning, and car-
ries builders number 3221. The Shay is
in good running condition end last re-
ceived an ICC inspection in 1966, No. 3
last saw service in 1965. Our museum
has operated the engine several times on
a spur in San Diego.

Expected to arrive in Sen Diego some-
time early this year is a "Minerates"
type 2-8-2T. This one was donated to
the museum by the Coos Bay Timber Divis-

Santa Maria Valley No. 9 looks a lot aif-
ferent now that she has been reconditioned.
Built by Fairmont, she is a rare ome in-
deed. -Brie Sanders photo.

ion of Georgie Pasific. This pme, en
oil-burner, comes from Powers; Oregoa.
Financing the transportation costs
for these loocomotives has been a great
problem for the PS8RMA. To date, close to
$3000.00 has been raised for the pur-
pose of paying these costs, Even at that,
about $1500 is needed to complete the job.

Now that the Pacifioe Southwest
Reilway Museum has obtainmed operating
equipment, it is well on the way. One

of the major remaining obstacles %o be
surmommted by the museum is to acquire
the necessary land to build and operate
en operating exhibit. The goal is %o
obtain lend soon near the Sam Diego area.
Due to the nature of the equipment owmed
by the group, a location on a rail line
is preferred. Let's face it, rall access
is almost a necessity.

S0, as it has been since 1958, when
12 railfens met to discuss the formation
of a rail museum, land is still the key
to the development of the Pacifie South-
west Reilway Museum Assoeiatiom.

MEETING NOTICE
It's 19681 Let's maeke it a big year

for PSRMA. Remember ITS TIME OR DUES,
Please come to business meetings. Here
are the dates scheduled for this year:

January 21, April 21, July 21 and Ootober
20, Other meetings will be on the thir~
Sundry of the month as and when sameumesd
Board of directors will meet on the ses

cond Tuesday evening. Loeation of board
meetings is the Board of Director's Room,
San Diego Trus? end Savings Bank, Main
Brench., Museum members may attend board
meetings, but are not entitled to wote.
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THIS ISSUE

Copies of this issue are being
mailed to members of the Pacific Rail-
road Sooclety, just as PSRMA members re-
ceived copies of their publication,
"Wheel Clicks," recently.

We hope that this special issue
gives PRS members, as well as our own,
an 1dea of why the Pecific Southwest
Rallwey Museum Association was formed.
Here are our trials, hopes, and ambit-
jons, for a greater interest in pre-
gerving the once common reilroad e-
quipment which is fast diseppearing
from the soene.

Since the "Report" usually car-
rip. museum news items and news of
wheat is happening on the local lines
this is sn unusual publication. We
hope you enjoy what you find here.
Happy New Year!

REPORT

Report is the official publication
of the Pacific Southwest Railway lMuseum
Assosiation, Incorporated, of San Diego
County, California.

Museum Qfficers ares
Eric Sanders, president
Stenton Kerr, vice president
Richard Pemnick, secretary
David Willoughby, treasurer
Terry Durkin, bosrd chairmen
Wally Barber, Jr,, board member
Jon Compton, board member

Report Staff:
Charles Kent, editor

Museun Address is:
P. 0. Box 12096
San Diego, California 92112

Report Address is:
2418 Edding Drive
Lemon Grove, California 92045

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

In November the Senta Fe derailed
about 15 cars between Broadway and Mar-
ket.Street. The rains caused it, they
sey Well they did it again. an in-
bound trein 2arly Saturdey morning,
December 17, dersiled some cars, and
a hopper and piggy-flat overturned in
"G" Street.

WELCOME ABOARD - POTLUCK TOO}

We wigh to teke this opportunity to
welcome our new offiocers for 1968. Best
wishes for your respective offices in the
coming yvear. Our new officers ares Eric
Senders, president; Stanton Kerr, vice
president; Richard Pemnick, secretary, end
David Willoughby, treasurer. Don't forget
to give them all the help you can.

Many thanks to the outgoing officers
for the fine job done in 1967, It was
a good yesar.

Don't forget our potluck-installat-
ion dinner on January 2l. Just in case
you have forgotten, the time is 6:00 peme
at Nebo Hall, 4726 Nebo Drive, La Mess,
California. There will be movies and
such to view too. Bring yourself and
femilies or girlfriend. Kent Ander-
son is in charge, you'll be hearing from
him soon, so reserve the datee.

~-BOARD BRIETFS

At PSRMA's board of director's meet-
ing on Jenuary 9, 1968, the following
topics were discusseds
~—fApproved a mandatory fund reising pro-

Ject be initiated.

-=Discusedd an excursion centract with
Wellace Duthie which remains to be fi=-
aliged.

w—Appointed Charles Gerdes to audit the
treasurers books.

~=Proposed dues inorease, which if ap-
proved by members at Jemiary meeting,
would increase Annual dues to $10,
retroactive to Jan.l, with penalty
for remewals after March 1l.

= Asked land committee to investigate land
near Cempo and spurs for storage in San
Diego area.

«==Digcussed plans for steem operation at
OET in next few months. Steam instruct-
ion at San Diego on March 10.

-=-Proposed excursion to Puerto Penasoo
from Mexicali in October 1968,

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Annual members at present pay $5.00
per year (expected to increase to §10.00),

and have full privileges including the
right to vote and hold office.
Contributing members, who have most
privileges, except the right to vote and
hold office, have dues of $3.00 per year.
If you know of anyone interested in join-
ing our type operstion, please have them
contect: PSRMA, Box 12096, San Diego, Cal.



