SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA September-October,1970

SAN FRANCISCO TROLLEY EXCURSION

GENERAL MEETING

ELECTION OF OFFICERS SLATED TO BEGIN
AT 7:30 PM ON OCTOBER 18th AT DEPOT!

This month's General Meeting will bean important one for *
the future of PSRMA, This meeting is the one which each

year the officers for the coming year are elected, It

is imperative that each Hegular member be present to ca-
st his or her vote. The meeting will be held beginning

at 7130 pm in the 3afety Hoom of the Santa Fe Nepot lo=

cated at Kettner and Ash Street downtown,

Officers nominated for 1971 are as followvss PRESIDENT -
George Geyer, H. Chalmers Kerr, Jr.; VICE-PRESIDENT -
Dan Enrncll, Dave Parkinsony THUASLHRER - Jim Lyerlas,
Bill Richards; BECRLTARY - Karen Hathaway; BOARD MEAB:-M
AT LARGE - Bob DiGiorgio, Vern Cookj REVIEW COMMITTEE =
¥ally Barber, Terry Durkin, Bob Hastings, Dave Hobson,
Stan Kerr, Raoul Morales, EBric 3anders and Jerry Windle.

At the meeting, each Hegular member in "good standing”
will receive a ballot. Ballots will be distributed tove-
ting members only by a member of the election committee,
The current list of the Director of Personnel and Records
will be used to check voting eligibility,

Program for the evening will be provided by Jerry Windle
vho will present for your enjoyment two l6mm color films.
The first will feature the Denver and Hio Grande narrow
gauge railroad vhich vas shot early this summer. The se-
cond film will feature Union Pacific's 8444 on an excur-
sion from Denver to Havlins, Vyoming and return.

¥With great things in the future for PSKMA, your vote at
this meeting can be very important in our futurd, Con-
sider the candidates very carefully, then come to the
meeting and cast your ballot for the "best man",....VE

SANTA FE STEALS AND STARS
IN THE MOVIES

BIG DOINS

The little town of Justin, Texas, (population 705) in sou-
thvest Denton county and twenty-five miles north of the

SAKTA FE station in Fort Worth, was the scene of much acti-

vity about June 23rd, when the SANTA FE station there was
used to represent s rural Texas station in the movie"Help
Stamp Out Pairplay” - a role for vhich it was most suited,
The movie is a satirical comedy of the old vest,and stars
Paul Ford, Robert Middleton and Barbara Hancock. It seems
that the agent in Justin has an old surrey-but no horse.
The movie company had lots of horses - but no surrey. An
agreement was quickly reached. We understand that some of
the more exciting events of the day occurred whena couple
of freight trains went through the middle of the movie-

making at some 60 mph - and both "Texas Chiefs" came thr-
ough at about 90. Une other high point was the aftermath

of the fekkow from the movie company going to the only eat-

ing joint in town and ordering 60 hamburgers - to go. They
haven't sol1 tham much in years.
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*Indeed it was a good trip.

The PSRMA Trolley Trip held on Sunday,Sept. 6th v.s a swe-
cess in many ways. First it was a sellout vith 44 tickets
sold before the excursion. Secondly it was an excellent
San Prancisco day with clear weather for the duration of
the trip. Thirdly, the trip was extra special in that car
#1 of the San Francisco Municipal Railway was the feature
oear for most of the trip and t'is car only runsomspecial
occasions., The museum was honored in being able to schedule
it, Pourth, for the benefit of railfans, the cars #l1 and
PCC car #1006, used as a running mate, were able to be
stopped at almost any location for pictures whenever the
people aboard decided.Fifth, the sellout enabled the trip
to be xtended for about 45 minutes. Sixth, the motorman
and conductor were very cooperative. Seventh, the patrons
of the trip vere able to take lunch and rest breaks as
desired and eighth, PSRMA was able to turn a profit for
our treasury,

Everything worked smoothly as
planned. At first the people taking the trip were able to
photograph the SFMRy vork equipment such as car 0304, a
tover car used in maintaining the trolley on provate right-
of-wvays and tuniels; a Cl work car and 0131 v ecker, used
to tow or push disabled trolleys.These were available for
photogrephers as well as in-service PCC cars pulling into
and out of the Geneva Car Barn. The trip stirted abaut 10:
13 am proceeding down the "K" line to the Twin Peaks Tun
nels wvhere car ’1 wyed and went out the "M" line., The "M"
line. The "M" line is not used by streetcars on Sunday so
photo dtops were unrestricted and very interesting. One
adlitional highspot on this line was a "hiph speed” rum,
perhaps 40 MPH or more on the private right-of-way near
one of Sam Francisco's larpest shopping centers,

After touring line "N”, the car #1 wyed in front of the
Twin Peaks Tunnel and preceeded out the "L" line making
several stops enreute including a short turnback wye on
Taraval St, Also the car stopped on special trackage at the
end of Taraval St. vhere normal cars (PCC'S) do not go.
The "L" lihe was traversed again without photo stops for
the benefit of Ted Grove who made a stereo reel-to-reel
tape recording of Car #1's sounds includinr a rortion

with the floorboards lifted so that the sound of the :
traction motors, the grindimg of the gears, the squeal of
the vheels, surges of electrical pover at each point of
the controller all cou'd be heard and recorded to the faul-
leat advantage. Only a car such as Car #1 has these trai-
itional sounds as the newer PCC type streetcars are relae

tively soundproof with the exception of the traditional
trolley bell,

Continued on page 3

Car 71 ends its portion of PSRMA tour
with San Francisco as a backdrop

A SUCCESS!!



PSKRMA'S TROLLEY WF 34 ¥ 'BY LHly CAMEBKRA U 1OM MATSON

#1 westbound on "L" line just west
of Twin Peaks Tunnel on Ulolia St.

At end of Taraval St. on normally out-
of service trackage covered on tour

Work Car Cl just outside Car Barns wWrecker #0131 sitting in Geneva yards




Continued from page 1

Car #1 finished its run for the 4

ay by returning on the
'K'_lin.. taking the "K" 1line loop at the end and makin
a flnn} run to its spot in the Geneva Car Barn with a brie
pose with San Prancisco as a backdrop.

The trip was not over yet as PCC car #1006 was ready for
our motorman,Herb Melson,to take out and seethe remainder
of the SPMRy system that Car #1 was restricted from cover—
ing.Car #1006 went out the "K"line through the Twin Peaks
Tunnel and all the way to the East Bay Terminal.Returning
from the terminal, the car went down Market Street by the
Bay Area Rapid Transit District construction(with side of
the road trackage in some spots)until Church Street where
the Church Street line was taken until the end at 30th St-
reet.In the process of going outbound on the Church Street
line, the crossover just north of Market Street was used
to let a regular service car pass us going outbound., This
gave us time to have a couple of photo stops at some very
picturesque spota.The "J"line is the hilliest line of the
fove San Francisco streetcar lineas. The return run of the
"J"line was made to the 11th and Market Street short turn-
back and then the "MN" line was iaken,

The "N" line branches off of Market and goes through its
own "Sunset Tunnel” and on to the beach, This line was sa-
ved until the last portion of our trip due to the sched-
uling of a baseball game along our route.Several pictures
were taken at the end of the "N" line and then it was a
"spred run"to 11th and Market and onto the "K"line to the
end returning to the Geneva Car iHouse ending one " whale

The overall success of the trip, which means we might sch-—
edule another next year, must be credited to George Geyei
who originally presented the idea for the trip tothe board.
Obtaining permission for the trip, George made all srran-
gements with the SFMRy and conducted by the trip. George
was aided by the traction committee headed by Tom Matson

gements with the SFMRy and conducted the trip. George was
aided by the Traction Committee headed by Tom Matson and
publicity by the REPORT Committee headed by Jerry Windle.
The pictures and story [lor this issue of REPORT were pro=
vided by Tom Matson.

RAILROAD NEWS

CALLED ON ACCOUNT OF RAINgOn the night of September 9th
Colorado's Rio De Las Animas Perdidas once again proved
that it had not been misnamed. After cloudbursts in snd
around Silvertom theordinarily beautiful msuntain stream
beoame like a slice of a tidal wave as it raced down
betweon the mountains which are its banks for miles. As
moat railfans know this can meen only disaster for the
D&RG marrow gauge which has become one of Americe’s gr—
eatest toruist attractions. It was on such & night that
the Florence & Cripple Creek drowned, meybe not as deep,
but as thoroughly as the Titanic. Though the line shows
s profit on its +two daily passenger trains during the
vacation season, the D&RG may use the washout as en ex-
euse to drop operations as it has been seeking a qual-
ified buyer for some time. An estimated $500,000 in de-
mage was done with some four or five miles of track being
swept away near Tacoma. Heavier rail was being laid and
much of this washed away or was covered by mud slides.
Service was naturally terminated for this season————and
maybe forever.The big Labor Day holiday crowd in Durange
vanished as though it, too, had been swept away by the
waters when word was that the trains wouldn't be running.
Unless service is restored,Durango will become like many
of the old mines in the area-virtually worthless and ig-
nored.

Sunday dawned bright and beautiful, and over st Chama,
N.M., the whole future looked brighter. The first train
in nearly three years steamed into town with some 5,000
people there to greet it. With two cars of ballast ahead
to test the track,a locomotive pulling a work cer and a
box car loaded with two governors and other dignitaries
arrived at the ancient depot that may yet see its busicst
days.The occasion wasa salute to the Cumbres and Toltes
Scenic RR which has taken title to the abandoned 1line
between Antonito and Chama.Greet vocal promise was made
for the operatiom which is finally materializing after
several years of effort by many.If the Durango-Silvertom
line is left to the dam builders, the CETS may be sue-
cessful far beyond its founders® wildest dreams.But whe
could enjoy the inheritance ofaleved eme who hed to die?
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REPORT MISCELLANIA

Ve didan’'t forget last menth's KEPOKT. Time just ot shert
so wvo decided to combine the Bonnhr-u:éebr‘iu.:.:n
order to provide peed coverage of the first PskMA trolley
excursion vhich appears in this issue. Hopefully, we will
be back om schedule in hovember with our monthly issuwe.

Thanks to Gary Jehnsem for his picture of San Prancisco
Muni Car #1 vhich we used in the last two issues of RE-
PORT. Bach time we overlooked Gary in the caption so he-
re's our thanks for letting us use the picture.

PSRMA's annual banquet and installation of officers held
each January will feature movies and slides of the B
seumls history at the 1971 banquet.Progrem chairmen Kent
Anderson is r.questing that any members who have slides
and movies of past museum activities contact him so they
ean be included in the program which should be an inte-
resting one.

It has been r eported that the SDRAE has begun asccpetin
bide for the removal of the Coronadeo Braach‘:f thci:.liu:.
Once the contract iz let, the contractor will have 15 days
to remove all rail and hardware from the line.lThe removal
will be by roadside so there will be no more trains on the
line. Another part of San Diego's history will become a
memory elong with the ferries.

TRACTION REPORT

WORK PAKTY

Now t@at school has begun and vacations are a memory, the
Traction Committee has begun o function on abusy schedule,
The post immediate project of the committee is the restor
ation of PSRMA's line truck from the San Diego Hlectrie
Railway. Last fall, a coat of primer paint was applied
to protect the woud in the tower portion of the truck but
there remains a Jot of work to be done before the truck
cam be used by the museum for display. This included wood
priming and painting, engine work, metal restoration and
electrical wiring. Any of you have a bug about o0ld cars
should really get out and take a look at wer antique truck.
The next work party is scheduled for Oct.24th beginning

at Bob DiGiorgio's, 10158 Buena Vista Drive, Spntee., Inter-
ested? Contact Bob at 448-6161 or Tom Matson at 273-8951,

CALENDAR

October

18 - General Meeting, T:30pm,Safety
Room AT&SF Depot

November

3 - Board Meeting,7:30 pm,San Diego
Trust & Savings >

8 - Flea Market,10 am, May Co. Par-
king lot, Mission Valley

14 -« Puerto Penasco Excursion for
Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce

At long last the Santa Fe Yard Uffice has been completely
removed from the yards adjmcent to the depot. The job of
this removal took twice as long as anticipated. The main
reason for the slow removal is the participation of mem-
bers in our activities. During the entire 4 or 5 weeks
scheduled,only three or four persons showed for each work
party. This type of attendance has been very disheartening
for those who were big for the Jacumba Land provosal. It
has forced the board to step back and judge te ef’ects
and causes for the poor turnouts at these and other work
parties.If and when PSRMA locates a home, the membership
will be required to be present to help construct our
w@seun from dhe ground up. It will be up to you as &
member of PSHMA to "become involved" in the building of
the bipgest railroad museum in Southern California.



southwest cormner

NEWS OF THE SOUTHWEST CORNER
(ors o sREMEMBER, YOU READ IT HERE FIRST)

SANTA FE has announced plans to increase passenger
service between Los Angeles and San Diego as a part of
that railroad’s system-wide upgrading of passenger ser-
vice, A new order of specially built Bud RDCs (remem-
ber them?) will be the mainstay for the 80 minute run,
The sixteen RDCs, due to arrive by next April first,
will operate at speeds up to 140 miles an hour on the
San Diego to Los Angeles tracks now undergoing a mas-
sive resligmment and upgrading. An agreement reached
between Santa Fe and the railrocad unions will pemit
two-man crews on the new high speed run consisting of a
conductor and an engineman, Qualified bralkemen and
firemen will be promoted to take over the new jobs the
extended service will create,

SANTA FE also announced plans for passenger "auto-
mobile train-ferries” on AT&SF passenger runs. The new.
San Diego to los Angeles schedules will feature the au-
tomobi le-and-passenger carrying cars when they are de-
livered, Initial plans call for the “autamobile train- .
ferries” to operate in each direction twice a day,early
in the morning and early in the evening.

An agreement has been reached between SANTA FE and
PSRMA for a leass of the Fallbrook branch line to the
San Diego based museum group for Sunday steam pessenger
operations. According to Santa Fe, management persomnsl
feel that closer cammunity involvement, as well as the
opportunities for the public to compare the old rustic
equipment of PSRMA with modern efficient Santa Fe loco-
motives and cars,will be but a couple of beneficial re-
sults from the lease arrangement.

UNICN PACIFIC has been in the diesel ordering bus=-
iness again, and once more is opting for high horsepow-
or units of unique designs, This time the order is di-
vided between EMD, Gensral Electric and the newly reju-
° venated American Locomotive Campany (AlCo). Frem EMD
the railroad is receiving seven 15,000 horsepower tri-
pls-engined EE77s (UP 7701 - 7706) within the next few
months, Delivery of eleven new GE U78Fs (UP 7888-7798)
is expscted by the early part of next year for these
15,050 hp giantse From AlCo is caming six of thateem
pany’s new PA-ls (Pneuclear Assists, Fourth Class) with
14,950 horsepower (UP 23-28). These units will be hous-
ed in bodies from traded-in Santa Fe PA-1s, obtained by
AlCo fram & scrap dealer in Illinois,

by John Hathaway

Colorado and New Mexico have obtained all DENVER &
RIO GRANDE narrow gauge tracksge in those two states,
and have announced a schedule for tourist type passen-
ger operations over the historic tracks. The combined
state comission operating the railroad, which will re-
tain the DERG name by special agreement with the origi=
nal D&RG, will utilize 100% diesel power for trains as
a result of increased costs to opsrate steam,

SOUTHERN PACIFIC is receiving 450 more SD45s from
EMD and will continue mmbering the new aequisitions in
the 9900 and 10000 seriss now cccupied by the 375 SDi5s
already on Espse property.

ESPEE has also withdrawn all passenger train-off
pstitions currently before the ICC as a result of the
recent labor negotistions limiting train ecrew size, and
the reassigning of postal contracts by the new Postal
Corporation in Washington,

And finally, SOUTHERN PACIFIC has announced through
the offices of the SAN DIEGO & ARTZONA EASTERN here in
San Diego weekly passenger service vetween San Diego
and E1 Centro via the Carizzo Gorge., According to Espee

blic demand for such service has been so great since
1954 when the last passenger train made the run that
the railroad felt "it was our duty as a camon carrier,
serving the publie, to fulfill these demands." Espee is
also making arrangements with certain museuwm groups,in-
cluding PSAMA, +to operate occcasional steam powered ex-
cursions through the gorge. One best bet for power is
SDSAE #104, currently in Espee's Taylor Yard underg o -
ing ma jor repairs and rebullding.

=t+=+=+z=d=Ft=tz=t=t=t =t =t=+4

And that does it for a SOUTHWEST CORNER for this
month, Chances are, most of these predictions will ne=-
ver materialize (thank goodness, in same cases), but it
would be interesting if just a couple didi! jfh



