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THi, METROLINER

A TRIP ON
METROLINER by Dave Yarkinson

On a recent business trip to the East Coast, I had
the opportunity to ride the “‘etroliner for the fi-
rst time. I thought the luseum members would be in-
terested in my impressions, !y trip was from Wash~-.
ington DeC. to Newark,N.J. on the Metroliner de-

arting at 4:30 pm., one of about 7 each way daily
etween Washington and Wew York. :

Reservatjons are mandatory;T made mine a day in ad-
vance, ose who didn't were left behind in “ash-
ington because the train ran at capacity. The reser-
vation process was simnle,handled justlike airline
reservations -~ they even answer the phone promptly.
Although no seat numbers are assigned, only the ex-
act number of seats are sold. The handling of tie~
ket purchases at Union Station wasfairly efficient.
Prices are very gompetitive, $16.50<to Newark ver-
sus 24 for airfare.

Union Station itself is a rather depressing sight

these days, as are most passenger stations: neglec-
ted facilities, empty eoach yards, et al. But boar-
din=s the Metroiiner,one is treated to a red carpet

entrance and a short walk throush the gate to the

fetroliner. OSpecial elewated platforms were built

on the Ietroliner tracks to handle coach access

without steps. My train had six carsj 3 coaches, 2

snack coaches and a parlor coach. I'm told the pa-

rlor seats are sold out weeks in advance, liost peo-
ple have seen pictures of the exterior of the Met-

roliner so I won't describe it. 7The interior re-

sembles very much an airline coach - clean, pan-

eled, well decorated and lishted, and vleasant.

Coacﬂ seating 1is four across in comfortable res-
lining seats. 3aggage is carried aboard and placed

on racks overhead,

Ve denarted on time, and shortly thereafter a male
announcer came on the PA system to explain the trip
and the train much the same way that an airline pi-
lot talks to his vpassengers.

Soon we had cleared the Jashington yards and were
accelerating to mainline speed in short order-100
miles-per-hourl} The thirty miles between the ./ash-
ington Beltway “tation and Baltimore takes 20 min-
utes, Yther times are shown on the following sch-
edule:

The most pleasing part of the iletroliner trip ®o me
was the ride - marvelously smooth at 100 per., HNot
only has a good job been done on track maintenance
upgrading,but the truck and suspension engineering
for the coaches is excellent - little sway or rock.
Passengers are free to walk about and visit the sn-
ack lounge to purchase food or drink,or to make a
phone call from the mobile phone booth.

Continued on page 2

BOARD BRIEFS

A BRIEF REVIEW OF REPORTS MADE AND ACTIONS TAKEN
AT THE JANUARY 7, 1971, AND FEBRUARY 2, 1971, BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETINGS OF PSRMA.

JANUARY 7, 1971

1) The Beard autherized the cerperatien Treasurer
te pay all bills ef $5.00 er less, and all memthly eps-
ratienal bills such as utilities, witheut Beard appre-
val unless there is seme questien in the Treasurer's
mind cemceraing the validity ef a particular bill,

2) The Beard passed a metien te cemtinue PSRMA's
greup affiliatien with the Orange Bapire Trelley Musewm
of Perris, Califernia.

3) The Beard directed Presidemt Kerr te investi-
gate the matter ef an alledged bill due the BiM Machine
Werks ef Perris.

4) The Beard meved te rescind 2 metiem ef the De-
cember meeting stating PSRMA weuld net reimburse a Mar-
iachi band slated te perferm during the Puerte Pemasece
exeursien. The Beard imstead ratified payment ef $112
te the Mexican Teurist Bureau fer the bamd.

5) Jehn Hathawey, Directer ef Recerds & Persenmnel,
reperted 24 regular and 24 eentributimgmeabers had paid
dues fer 1971,

6) Rebert DiGiergie, Supsrintemdemt, presemted his
tentative schedule ef werk parties fer the first pertien
of 19?1.

7) By cemsensus the Beard feels a fleating fund
sheuld be established fer each excursien ence that ex-
cursien has received Beard appreval.

8) Kent Andersem reperted he had received a verbal
okay for a Kelse exeursiem em April 24, 1971. Andersen
seid a letter cenfiming the date,with pertiment infer-
matien, was en the way frem Unien Pacifie. The Beard
veted te cancel the execursien if the letter was net re-
ceived by January 20, and teek me ether actien pending
arrival ef the letter.

9) Chep Kerr, repertimg fer the Sterskeeper's de-
partment, ammeunced the U,5. Navy has denated twe vin-
tage flat cars new lecated at the FPeint Husnueme Naval
Base. Chep alse added the cars ean be stered at Peint
Huenusse at a charge ef 50¢ per feet per year.

10) Eric Sanders was appeinted Cemptreller fer the
Asseciatien,

11) President Kerr was instrueted by the Beard te
centact Mw. Bill Dumend ‘of the Sewtherm Califermia Ex-
pesitien cencerming the pessibility ef a PSRMA exhibit
at the Del Mar fair,

Continued on page 3
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METROLINER (con't)

Throughout the trip,arrivals are announced several
minutes Whead of time, Stops are short = about 2
minutes or less. The seats are full and the custome
ers content.l thought the following survey results
were of interest to indicate the profile of people
who ride the Metroliner - 70% are men,

Although they elaim convenience mg the modern equip-
ment is the major factor for the lletroliner's suo=-
cess (at least from a percentage of occupled seats
viewpoint), I believe there 1is another very real
factor, Many people do not like to fly and giwn
anywhere near a comparable schedule andavailability

of modern equipment, they will take the ground tran-

sportation. 1 heard several people say this.

Overall, I was extremely impressed with the Met-
roliner. Of course there are always problems to
overcome and rovements to be made.l was alittle
disappointed at the conductors and attendants

were not more modernly attired, but I guess work-
rules prohibited it, They were certainly friendle
and courteous and, I suspect, chosen for this ser-
vice in part because of that. e were 10 minutes
late into Newark because of delays due to other
train traffic - not bad though, for a two-hour and
forty=-five minute trip

FROM THE CUPOLA

Within the past six months two very important edi-
torials appeared in REPORT, These werc "tditorial"
by Jerry mdlo in July,1970 and"At The Crossroads"
by Dave Parkinsom in August, 1970, I encouraze all
members to please re=read foth articles, Uhe ex-
ressed concern ~ht into PSRlli as an orsan=-

zation is just as relevant today, if not more so,
than in the Summer of 1970,

With these commentaries in mind Iwish to reiterate
the goals of the.Pacific Southwest Railway laseum
Association, This is especially important for the
benefit of new members and it will jog the older
members, least they forget.

Owr purpose is the establishment of a public museum
of railroading and urban rail transport,within San
Diego County, California, This museum is dedicated
to and actively engaged in the preservation, res-
toration and operation of steam, diesel, and elec-
tric locomotives, streetcars and all of the other
related equipment and items representing the rich
railroading heritage of the United States,

As presently envisioned this public museum will ine-
clude the following as a minimm 8

1, A full sisedystandard gauge railroad track, one
mile or more in length, upon which the restored
railroad amd:trolley equipment will bec operated.

2, in outdoor display area, featurins examples of
railway locomotives, railway cars, trolleys and
other equipment.

3. An indoor museum,to house anddisplay many small
artifacts of railroad history and to contain the
museum library, Association office, bookstore and
meeting rooms,

L, An 1880-1900 era railway station,if possible an
actual depot building acquired and moved to the mu-
seum site.

5. An all weather equipment maintenance and resto-
ration facility. Equipped with an overhead crane,
wheel drop pit, machine shop, wood and paint shops.

The mmeeum will not be a cobwebbed collection of
rusting machinery but will be an operating museum
where the sound of escaping steam,the smell of hot
oil, and a s trolley will be more than a re-
miniacent dream, re operating equipment can be
watched, listened to, and ridden upon. The museum
will ofi’er asignificant educational exp:rience for
this h and adults of this and future generations,
Additionally,it should most certainly develop into
a major tourist attraction for Southern California,
which would assure its future and help underwrite
continued growth.

In order to acheive this worthwhile, yet difficult
mission our Association must move full steam ahead
in four areas,

1. Raise funds in the tems-of-thousands of dollars

2, Acquire real property and begin its immediate
development

3. Increase the membership and develop more indiv-
idual participation and involvement.

4, Accelerate projects to preserve and restore pre-
sently owned equipment,

The Association is well qualified for the underta
king. We number over one-hundred-and=-forty members.
Each of us is bound together by a common interest
in the history and development of American railroads.,
We are dedicated individuals pledged to a singular
purpose. :

Now, having seen PSRMA's aspirations and problems
side=by=-side, what conclusions can we draw? Have
we embarked upon an impossible journey?I think not!
The pyramids were built, the Panama Canal was dug
World war II was won, and the lioon has been trod
upON.ss+By these precedents, hard work and a total
commitment by one=hundred percent of PCRMA's mem-
bership,we will have the best rail museum anyvhere.
PSRMA shall prevaillsl

He Chalmers Kerr, Jr.
President, PSRMA

WHAT IS IT? WHERE IS IT?? WHO'S GOT IT???

Every well organized and operated museum maintains
a catalogue describing its collection. iell, PSRMA
has the beginnings of a historically significant
collection but to date hasn't a complete descrip-
tion of the many items that have been donated since
our foundation several years ago.

In early 1971, a formal questionnaire will be sent
out to aid in this task, It is requested that pre=-
sent and past members and friends that have know-
ledge of g%mm owned material to please start to
get information together. In general,the following
data will be needed:

1, What is the item, its history and specification?
2, Who made the donation and when, estimated value?
3, Where is the item located now and its condition?
o How safely is it stored?

Someday when the permanent museum facilities are
constructed all of the outstanding material will be
called in for display. Prior to that, individual
projects will be undertaken to restore, maintain
and preserve these irreplaceable materials. This
needle in the haystack hunt may turn up a lost lo-
‘comotive, a switch key, an old time table, who kno-
ws what. So the challenge is out, hunters and beat-
ers to the fielde If you can't wait, call or write
He Chalmers Kerr, Jre



BOARD BRIEFS (con't)

12) The Beard autherized Gemersl Mamager Dave Par-
kinsen te appeint imdividual members as prejeet chiefs
fer resteratien pregrams em each ma jer plece ef Asseci-
atien equipment.

13) The Beard passed a metien te place en the
agenda ef the Fenruary meeting fa determinatien ef the
fate of Mejave Nerthern #3, eurreatly stered at the
Orange Empire Trelley Musewm in Perris.

14) The new Applicatien-Remewal Ferms ef the De-
partment ef Recerds & Persemnel were adepted as stam-
dard eperating ferms ef the Assesiatiem.

FEBRUARY 2, 1971

1) Presideat Kerr reperted the present ewner ef
the B+M Machine Werks claims the Asseciatien ewes him a
tetal of $53.88 fer werk dene en E. J. Lavine #10, cur-
rently lecated in Perris, Altheugh the ewner did met
have a billing fer the werk dems, it was the cencensus
of the Beard the charge was a legitimate eme. The mem-
bem of the Beard veted te pay the bill upen receipt ef
a new billing. : .

2) It wes anneunced by parties imvelved the pesi-
tiens ef Chairman ef the Ways & Meams Cemmittee, Master
Mechanic, and Directer ef Publie Relatiens are epen fer
appeintment. :

3) The Beard refused te pass a metien fer Kent An-
dersen's prepesed excursien te Kelse em Unien Paeific.
By cencensus.the Beard epted fer a trip instead te Yer-
me previded sueh arrangements ean be made withimn twe
weeks.

4) The Beard accepted the eperating budget fer
1971 as presented by Cemptreller Eric Sanders.

5) Jehn Hathaway, Directer ef Recerds & Persennel,
reperted 30 regular amd 32 centributing members had paid
dues fer 1971,

€) Chep Kerr, ef the Sterkekeeper's department,re-
perted he had received verbal appreval te stere Musewm
equipment at MCRD sheuld, the need ever arise., Chep alse
reperted the bell frem E, J. lavime #10 had been stelen
at Perris. Chep said the cest ef meving ene er beth ef
the lecemetives ecurrently in Perris te San Diege weuld
be 53¢ per 100 peunds (full rate). Chep anneunced Santa
Fe had effered PSRMA a selectiem frem a mumber of itaams
of coendemned Santa Fe relling steck at $3.00 a ten. The
Beard meved net te purchase amy equipment as it was re-
perted te be in very peer shape. %

7) Master Mechanic Beb DiGiergie reperted the bei-
ler inspecter wants PSRMA te remeve the firebrick frem
the Shay fer the next beiler inspectien.

8) By cencensus, the Beard wants PSRMA te imvest-
igate the pessibilities ef a twe week excursiem te Mex-
ice next Christmas,

9) By cencensus, the Beard felt a steamup ef E.J.
Lavine #10 was met practical at this time based en re-
perts by Beb DiGiergie ecemcernimg the status ef the e-
quipment new in Perris.

10) Beard imstrueted Presidemt Kerr te fellew up
the effer ef Califermia Seutherm Railway Musewm te pur-
chase Mejave Nertherm #3 befere making final deeisien
en the status ef #3.

11) The Beard meved te held the next quarterly
meeting in the Heuse ef Hespitality, Balbea Park,

12) The Beard imstructed the Advisery Cesmittee
te asmend and/er appreve the prepesed Asseciatien ca-
lender fer 1971.

13) The Beard appreved a metilen tegaffilisfe with
the San Diege Cengress ef Histery at $5.00 a year,

14) Jehn Hathaway, Represemtative ef the Advisery
Ceamittee, reperted the Cemmittee recemmended the By-law
revisien preject be umdertakem by the Review Cemmittee
and the Standing Rules be reviewed by the Advisery Cem-
mittes and then sutmitted te the Review Cesmittee, The
Beard appreved by eeneensus.

15) By cencensus, the Beard imstructed the Review
Cemmittee te select its ewn chairman,

16) Prepesed leasing ef ' member-ewmed equipment
was refered te the Advisery Cemmittee fer study.

17) By cencemsus, the Beard decided a special
mailing will be made te deners ef the Shay fumd befere
the next steamup invitimg them te partieipate.

18) By cencemsus, the Beard gretefully accepted a
denatien ef railread histeric items frem Mrs. Chiek
Kent frem her late husbamnd's eellectien,

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Respense te the new Membership Applicatien-Remewal
Ferm has been very premising. A majerity ef eur members
returning the ferm have been taking the time te check
all the apprepriate bexes cencerning their membership.

If yeu haven't remewed yeur membership, please de
se right away, This will help us keep éur recerds im
erder and will let us kmew what eur membership base fer
1971 is geing te be.

If yeu have lest the renewal ferm, just drep a lime
te Jehm Hathaway, Directer ef Recerds & Persemmel, 4215
Dwight Street, Sam Diege, 92105, All cempleted ferms
sheuld be sent te Jehn, Checks fer dues sheuld be in-
cluded, but sheuld be made eut te PSRMA.

As seen as the flurry ef remewals dreps eff, a
new membership list, imcludimg participatien inferma-
tiem fer sach member based uper the Applicatien-Remewal
Ferm, will be made available fer all Museum efficers
and department heads., If yew have imdicated am inmter-
est im anmy particular preject yeu sheuld be hearing
frem the persem im charge.

The questiem is eftem raised, what ecam members ef
PSRMA, as individuals, de te help the Museum in its ef-
ferts te establish an eperating railread. There is ene
simple task, if umdertakem by all members, that ceuld
help im many ways.

Yeu, as a member ef PSRMA, are ebvieusly interested
in railreading in eme ferm eor amether. Chances are yeu
have a mumber of friemds er acquaintences whe share a
similar interest, yet are met members ef PSRMA.

Try te emceurage these peeple te jeim PSRMA. Our
prepesed budget fer 1971 ealls fer 60 regular and S0
coentributing members. We sheuld have many mere, fer
each mew member represemts mere tham his dues im the
ti1l. A new member is a petemtial helpimg hamd in all
activities; he is pessibly the mew viewpeint that can
help us everceme seme ef the ebstacles that still face
us; and fimally, he is ene mere veice fer eur cause.

Se try te emceurage yeur friemds te jeim. If yeu
knew semeene whe expresses am interest, send Jehm Hath-
away his mame and address, ard Jehm will semd him am
applicatiem ferm, This’'is semethimg each and every
member cam, and sheuld, de. It is semethimg we cam all
de as imdividual members te help PSRMA.

REPORT MISCELLANIA

At the special election held during the Annual Din-
ner meeting January 17th, George Geyer was elected
to fill the remaining {1 months of the two-year-
Bead members term vacated when Chop Kerr was ele-
cted President last October.Gocd luck to “eorge in
his new responsibilities.

It is with pleasure that Dave Parkinson's article
on his recent ride on the Metroliner is printed in
this month's REPORT. The staff of REPORT is eager
to print more stories and pictures by the members
and friends of PSRMA. Simply ty‘ge or print (legibly)
your Story and mail it to REPORT, P.0. Box 12096,
San Diego, CA 92112,

CALENDAR

March
2 - Board Meeting,San uviego Trust&Savinzs,7:30pm
6 - Shay repairs « final steam-up preparations,
Hiramar NAS, 10 am. DiGiorsio in charge
27 - lovement of PSRILA equipment from Hayward's to
DiGiorzio's, 10 am, Pennick in charge



southwest corner

Passenger service im the Seuthwest Cerner has re-
ceived a disappeimtimg blew te its past histery and a
shet in the arm fer its future pessibilities.

In MeCook, Illimeis, the Pielet Brethers Serap
Cempany wrete fimis te am era ef passenger histery in
the Seuthwest Cermer. Im the latter part ef 1970 Pie-
let Brethers scrapped every ex-Samta Fe PA passenger
diesel em their preperty. With the exceptiem ef feur
ex-Santa Fe PAs still in gervice em the Delaware and
Hudsen the eclassie ALCe-built diesel iz mew extimet.

What is disappeinting abeut this situatien is the
fact that a mmber ef erganizatiems appealed te Pielet
Brethers te save at least eme of the sleek lecemetives
The Chesapeake Westerm Museum eof Chesapeake, Virginia,
even offered cash fer am A-B-A set of PAs, but were re-
fused by the serapping eempany,

If mething else, these develemments sheuld fere-
wvarn diesel fams that, like their steam bretherem, the
classic pieses of diesel metive pewer are just as sus-
ceptible te extimetion as the steam emgime.

* Fer ysars. the FPAs were the maimstay em the San
Diegans betwsen here and Les Angeles, and Santa Fe
fast mail trains #7 and #3 east eut of Les Angeles.

Passenger service im amd eut of Sam Diege will be
areund past May 1 with the ammeumcement by Seecretary of
Tramspertation Jehn Velpe that the Sam Diege te Seattle
eerrider will be imeluded im the Railpax plam.

In the erigimal prepesal ef passemger service fer
Railpax this cerrider was cempletely igmered., Fer a
reil passemger te get frem Les Amgeles te Sam Frameis-
ce or Seattle he weuld have had te take a slight side
trip via Chieage!

Nebedy seems te be quite sure exaetly hew much
Railpax will preduce imsefar as passenger service is
cencerned. Ome eam hardly help but wemder what the
$40-mi11iem allecated by Washingtem fer the federally
funded plam cam aceemplish whem the railreads are ocur-
rently claiming they are lesimg mamy times that ameunt
each year em passemger serviece.

The plam calls feor a drastie reductien frem seme
360 imtereity passemger traims curremtly eperating. Ap-
preximately 150 traims are imeluded im the Railpax
plan, and they will feature vastly impreved equipment
and service...at least im theery.

But the least we here im Sam Diege camr de is thank
our varieus state and federal represemtatives fer
getting San Diege baeck emte the rail passemger map. New
we'll have a grandstand seat te see hew railread pass-
enger service will fare im the future. It sheuld beim-
t.roltilg....

by John Hathaway

Filling eut the rest ef this memth's celumm with
tidbits: Sam Diege state semater Jim Mills has imtre-
duced a bill te imerease the state gaselime tax by eme-
half cent per gallem te help pay fer a pregram te elim-
inate grade cressings. The bill ealls feor a feur year
life spam fer the extra tax amd prediets $45-dellars
will be raised fer the pregram.

Revenue frem this bill weuld be matehed by lecal
cemmunities emn a twe-te-eme basis im the grade cressing
eliminatiens. Railreads weuld alse help feet the bill.

Mills argues that railread eperatiems ceuld be
drastically speeded up mimus grade cressings amd emph<’
asizes the safety ef elimimatimg autemebiles and traims
eccupying the same space...tee eften at the same time,

SANTA FE has rebuilt seme six eld F-umits inte
their ewm "GP8" and/er "CF7" medel read umits and hepes
te make the switeh em twelve mere this year.

SANTA FE, SOUTHERN PACIFIC, amd UNION PACIFIC are
apparently satisfied with their metive pewer stables as
they exist mew and prebably will met purchase any ma jer
blecks eof mew medels im 1971, The last esuple ef years
have beer fun, watehing 2ll kinds ef wmew pewer relling
threugh the Seuthwest Cermer, but apparemtly the aus-
terity pregram has caught up with the railreads and the
ceming year will be a slew eme se far as metive pewer is
cencerned.

PSRMA GOES INTERNATIONAL

When the Association was founded, the idea was to
have a museum containing artifacts representing the
Soith Western US railroading industry. Well, with
the present state of affairs regarding equipmenj:.
availability, if such a restriction were held to,
our colleet.zon would probably not grow much more,
Equipment is still around in other oarts of the US,
but a larger source of untapped wealth is overseas.
Today standard gauge American built locomotives are
operating in France,Greece,Turkey, Iran and lexico.
Others are working on narrow and broad gauge pikes
elsewhere too.Streetcars that saw original service
in American cities now run aroundin South American
cities. So, feelers are out for foreign service US
built equipment. Also investization into foreign
built equipment isn't foinz to be overlooked.Right
now, today, over 200 steam locomotives of several
clasgses are 1in storame at a Welsh scrap dealers
yard, Several have been rescued by a British Preser-
vation Societies, why not PSRMA too? Shipment to
the US from overseas will be very very expensive
unless we can receive greatly reduced charges by
the shipping lines.If any of our membership has in-
formation on overseas equipment and insicht into
the shipping industry, please contact: Chop Kerr,



